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the artificer, and yet, as the one chiefly heeded, so
the other not neglected ; each place handsome with-
out curiosity, and homely without loathsomeness;
not so dainty as not to be trod on, nor yet slubbered
up with good fellowship ; all more lasting than beau-
tiful, but that the consideration of the exceeding
lastingness made the eye believe that it was exceed-
ing beautiful; the servants not so many in number
as cleanly in apparel and serviceable in behaviour,
testifying even in their countenances that their
master took as well care to served as of them that
did serve."

Designed as a poem, according to Sidney's broad
interpretation of the term, " The Arcadia" was
written throughout in what would now be called
poetical prose, except that portions were actually in
verse, rhymed or unrhymed. These portions, sepa-
rated from the context, occupy more space than the
whole of " Astrophel and Stella." Some are crude
exercises in the classical metres that the Areopagus
sought to Anglicise ; others rank among the best
specimens of Sidney's poetry. Many are scattered
through the narrative, and spoken or written by its
leading persons; but the majority appear in the long
eclogues that were appended to all but the last of
the five books into which " The Arcadia" was
'divided. This sonnet, the last of the seven dozen
poems it contains, which is put into the mouth of
Musidorus, may be an expression of the thoughts
that had hold of Sidney's mind when he was reach-
ing the end of his romance: